No ’Zag“;if&’l
(’ ounty

PP

ome—

5
i
H

1996 Comprehensive Plan




et Y menbd

RESOLUTION NO. 241

A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION OF A
COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN FOR DORCHESTER COUNTY,
MARYLAND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISION OF ARTICLE
66B, ANNOTATED CODE OF MARYLAND.

WHEREAS, Article 66B, Annotated Code of Maryland, empowers the
County to adopt a Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, Maryland’s Economic Growth, Resource Protection, and
Planning Act of 1992 requires all local jurisdictions to update their
Comprehensive Plans by July 1, 1997; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has prepared and approved a new
Comprehensive Plan to replace the Comprehensive Plan adopted November 19,
1974 and recommended it to the County Commissioners for adoption; and

WHEREAS, the County Commissioners held an advertised public
hearing on August 6, 1996 regarding the new Comprehensive Plan and have
given careful consideration to the comments received from the public hearing;

NOW THEREFORE, the County Commissioners of Dorchester County,
having complied with the procedural and substantive prerequisites of Article
66B, Annotated Code of Maryland, do hereby repeal the Comprehensive Master
Plan , adopted November 19, 1974 and do hereby adopt the Dorchester County
Comprehensive Plan, 1996, as submitted, which plan is contained within a single
document containing both text and graphic materials and which includes goals,
objectives, and recommendations for the long range development of the County
covering the areas of population; land use; economics; housing; natural
resources; cultural; historic and aesthetic; transportation; community services,
and implementation; and be it further resolved that a true and exact copy of the
new Comprehensive Plan shall be certified to the Clerk of the Circuit Court of
Dorchester County.

Ya
Adopted this M day of September, 1996

ATTESTED BY: THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF DORCHESTER COUNTY

Deboteh/G. BYrd

County Administrator

Atephen M. Willey”
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Glenn L. Bramble

Effif M. Elzey <7
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CERTIFICATION

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF DORCHESTER COUNTY
HEREBY CERTIFIES TO THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
DORCHESTER COUNTY, THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND
EXACT COPY OF THE RESOLUTION ADOPTED AND ORDAINED BY
THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF DORCHESTER COUNTY ON
THE &¥"DAY OF SEPTEMBER 1996 AND FURTHER ORDER THE
SAME TO BE RECORDED AMONG THE ORDINANCE BOOKS OF
DORCHESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, WITHOUT COST.

ATTEST: THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF DORCHESTER COUNTY

by k00 [Og b by

Debavhh G{/Byrd /
County Administrator A
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INTRODUCTION

Dorchester County is located on Maryland's Eastern Shore, approximately
75 miles from Baltimore and 90 miles from Washington DC. Dorchester is
the largest county, water and land combined, in the state (see Figure I-1,

Regional Location).

The 1995 Comprehensive Plan is a policy document intended to serve as
the county's growth and development blueprint for the next 15 to 20 years.
It is an official statement of what residents wish the county to look like in
the future and how they wish the county to grow and develop. The
primary goal of this plan is to set a framework for the county's desired
future which can be implemented over the next several years.

PLANNING FOR CHANGE IN DORCHESTER COUNTY.

The previous Comprehensive Plan was adopted in 1974. A new
comprehensive plan is needed for the following reasons

¢ Although the County has not grown significantly in population since
1974, land development has occurred, and the county’s landscape is
undergoing significant change.

e Citizens have identified over 30 important issues the county needs to
address, affecting the economy, growth and development, agriculture,
and government.

* To a greater degree than in 1974, Dorchester County is being affected
by change in nearby counties and beyond. If the county does not plan
its future, change will continue to occur but, probably, not the kind of
change that the county wants.

e Changes at the federal and state levels have changed the regulatory
environment within which the county operates. Specifically, under the
1992 Planning Act, the State of Maryland is requiring adoption of a
new plan and implementation mechanisms by 1997.

A new comprehensive plan can help the county take charge of its future.
Through the process of adopting and implementing a comprehensive
plan, the county can evaluate whether existing policies are taking the
county in the right direction, and decide on changes that need to be made.

DORCHESTER COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN X111 ADOQPTED 1990












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































