ANNEXATION & CITIZENS

ASSESSING QUALITY OF LIFE IMPACTS & SUCCESSFUL STRATEGIES

Through annexation a municipdity extends f{s
boundaries aund vacantland in the djoining
township or county. Undethe right conditions
annexation ca be critcal to preserving quaty of life
for existing bwn residents. Buin far too many
instarces loal decded officials have ageed to
annexatios that baefit a few individualsat the
expense of both exisg and future radents.

This facsheet was desigred for citizers cacerred
albout a promsed amexation. Three topcs are
introduced

1. How to detemine if a prgposed amexation will
have a positie impact on your quality offe and
that of other own residerts;

no

How to prevent a harmful aeration from being
approved; and

w

Once \ictory has keenacheved how to ensuretha
only resmpnsible gowth scerarios areserously
congderedin thefuture.

ASSESSING QUALITY OF LIFE IMPACTS

The CEDS booklow ToWin Land Devdopment IssLes
describeshow citizens can assess theqgality of life
impacts cammon to land uwse dianges (go to
www,cedsorg to obain the free ook). Not dl

amexationswill cause #d 24 impacts However, every
amexation should be screered for all 24 mpacts

increasing 9ze comes & increasng damard for more
public servies ot ought by resdents of snaller
towns likelibrariesand speciali zed recreation facilities.

The following graph preses the reults of grouping
Maryland’s 157 municipdities into swven size

caegories. Theawerge tax raie for the sewen size

groups washen computed. The graph shows that the

smallest towns have the lowest tax rates anddkeof
government increases aunicipal area expandso,
in generalif you want to keep taxes low your town,
keep the town small.

But sane amexations can stabilize or even educe
taxes. Generbl, commnercialand business anxations
generate threémes nore tax dollars compared the

Following is an exaple of some of the hard questionscost d govemmert sevices provided to these ses

that slould be answeredoefore an amexation is
approved.

How WiLL THE ANNEXATION AFFECT TAXES?

A popular myth exists that growth means lower taxes.
The proponerstof this myth argue thas a town grows
in 9ze therelative costsof providing sewices,swch as
public waterand sewes, decines. While this istrue for
same taxfunded snvices itis ot rueof all. Andwith

Residertial development may recuire $1.20in srvices
for every dollarof taxes pa by the esidents. So
amexation for commerdal development can dalhili ze
taxes vhile residential gowth will generally escdate
tax rates. But there are exceptims to Iboth
generalrations and itizens should inst upon a
thorough, indeperdent fiscal impact andysis before
serious conderaton is given D an annexation

proposal
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