
1  See the reports on landfills available for download from the CEDS website.

The following is an excerpt from Chapter 2 - Identifying & Resolving Quality of Life Issues from
the Community & Environmental Defense Services (CEDS) book  How to Win Land
Development Issues: A Citizens Guide to Preserving & Enhancing Quality of Life in Developing
Areas.  You will find this section more helpful if you read the Chapter 2 introductory text.  Also,
the following is just the text we could fit into the book without making it unduly large.  We have
a substantially greater amount of information available in our files on this topic.  To learn how
CEDS can assist you with concerns about this topic visit the CEDS website at: www.ceds.org or
contact us at: 1-800-773-4571 or info@ceds.org

ODOR
Development projects which may create odor problems include landfills, transfer stations,
livestock confinement operations, and various processing and manufacturing plants.  There are
also facilities common to many development projects which may be the source of odor such as
sewerlines and treatment plants.  

Usually odor problems can be controlled.  Many activities which formerly caused problems can
now be conducted within a large building where negative air pressure and filters are used to
prevent offsite odor impacts.  For activities which cannot be conducted in doors, other measures
are available for reducing odor problems.  

For example, hydrogen sulfide can be released from landfills accepting construction and
demolition (C&D) waste.  This gas, which has the odor of rotten eggs, comes from the
decomposition of gypsum (calcium sulfate) wallboard in the wet, organically rich environment
of an unlined C&D landfill.  Quality of life has been impaired by hydrogen sulfide in homes
located up to three miles away from a C&D landfill.1  This and other impacts have caused
property value to decline by 10% within a mile of a C&D facility.  But the likelihood of
hydrogen sulfide formation can be reduced by excluding wallboard from the landfill.  Less
reliable solutions would include preventing water from entering the landfill by installing an
impermeable cap-liner system or segregating wallboard from wood and other organic material.  

If you identify a potential solution, then look for similar facilities where the solution has been
applied.  Visit the facility to see if you can detect offensive odors.  Talk with long time residents
to get their take on odor control effectiveness.  
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